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òHe is gentle, clean and kind. His absolute loyalty and 

trustworthiness makes him the perfect companion, and his 

innate understanding of his owner ensures that he is a joy 

to possess.  He is a gentleman ð he is one of the most 

beautiful members of the canine race ð he is, in fact, a 

COLLIEó. 

- Margaret Osborne, breeder and author 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Collie owners will tell you, óOnce you have owned a collie, you will never choose another 

breed.ô   

The collie is a healthy breed with an excellent reputation and a large fan base.  

They are perfect for first-time dog owners. They make fabulous family dogs and are the best 

childrenôs pet. They love to please, are very gentle and easy to train and, even though they 

can be a little stubborn sometimes, very rarely do they misbehave.  

While they retain their cheekiness and fun-loving playfulness for life, they will leave much of 

their puppy naughtiness behind them ï and they will do it many months earlier than most 

other breeds.  

I hope this booklet will answer most of your questions before you make your purchase and be 

a reference and guide for you after you get your collie. While it might look a little 

overwhelming at first, donôt be put off.  Iôve tried to give you as much information as 

possible. Some of it might not be relevant to you or every Baqilodge collie puppy.  

If you are going to own a dog, 

collies really are one of the easiest 

of breeds ï on every level! 

To top it off ï collies come in three 

different colours and two varieties - 

a long coat and a short coat.   How 

accommodating is that? They are 

perfect in every way!  

× This booklet is an introduction to the most delightful and beautiful of all dog breeds 

ï the collie. 

× If you are seeking an overview, read the writing in the blue box at the head of each 

section. For more detailed information continue reading below the blue box.  
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SOME THINGS TO CONSIDER BEFORE ADDING A 
COLLIE TO YOUR FAMILY 

How will a collie fit in with you? 

¶ What time constraints and commitments do you already have? Your collie will need 

you to spend some time with it each day. 

 

¶ Would a collie thrive in your home? What is the atmosphere of the home? Lots of 

noise is fine if  the mood is generally light and happy. A collie does not cope well in a 

tense, turbulent or unpredictable environment. 

 

¶ Are there any other animals living in the home?  How will this work? 

 

¶ Do all the people living in the home want a dog? Is there anybody living in the home 

frightened of dogs? 

 

¶ Is anybody living in the home allergic to dogs? 

 

¶ How secure is your yard and home? Will your collie be safe? Do you have to prepare 

a place? 

 

¶ Where will it live and sleep?  Is this place ready?  

 

¶ Finances ï to cover the cost of food, veterinary care, 

grooming, boarding (when you are on holidays) etc.  

 

¶ Exercise ïwill you regularly physically and mentally 

exercise your collie? 

 

¶ Training ï are you prepared to train and socialise 

your collie? 

 

¶ Grooming ï are you willing to brush your collie weekly or have it groomed every 

four to six weeks by a professional groomer? 

 

 

  

× Consider how a Baqilodge collie would fit into your life, and what your role is in 

their life.  

Orianna napping  
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE YOU GET 
YOUR COLLIE 
 

 

Each breed of dog is different in appearance and each 

also has its own character traits. A breedôs main character 

traits reflect the purpose for which it was developed.  

The collieôs original purpose was to work with a shepherd 

as a sheepdog in the British Isles. Today the breed still 

retains the characteristics required of a good sheepdog. To 

name a few: a work ethic (wanting to please), loyalty, 

intelligence, stamina and alertness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Collies (rough and smooth), by George Vernon Stokes  

       - a well-known dog artist - 1873-1954 
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About Collies 

 

Collies are sheepdogs; ï and, although most these days will never work as sheepdogs, their 

attitude, temperament and physical characteristics should still reflect their sheepdog heritage.  

 

Collie roughs (long hair) and collie smooths (short hair) are the same breed. Rough puppies 

and smooth puppies may be born to the same parents in the same litter. Their coat type 

classifies them as different varieties. 

 

One breed - two coat types - three colours. 

 Artist Unknown  ï retrieved from social media.   

× Collies were originally bred to be sheepdogs and droving dogs. 

× They come in two varieties, rough (long hair) and smooth (short hair). In Australia, 

we breed to the English Collie Standard, which recognises three different colours in 

each variety, i.e. sable, blue merle and tricolour.  Each of these colours also come in 

various tones and shades and all the colours have white markings.   

× (The Standards of some other countries recognise white collies and sable merles 

along with these three colours mentioned above. However, while they do occur, 

white collies and sable merles are not readily available in Australia.)     
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About the two coat types 

 

Anika (smooth) and Felo (rough)   

 

That collies come in two coat types surprises some people, as most only know the long-

coated collie ï the collie rough.  Today, collie smooths are classed as a rare breed as most 

collie breeders do not breed for the shorter coat.  

Collies are a double-coated breed. That is, both 

varieties have two coats ï a top coat and a 

dense undercoat.  

They moult their undercoat once a year ï 

usually for the summer months. Unspayed 

females will moult or drop their undercoat two 

to three months after their season (heat cycle).   

The male rough usually carries a bigger coat than the female rough, 

with noticeably more mane and chest hair. 

NB: Double coated breeds should not be shaved ï unless it is for a medical reason. 

 

Collies come in two coat types: 

× Collie smooth ï short coat 

× Collie rough ï long coat  

 

https://albertnorthvetclinic.wordpress.com/2013/05/30/shaving-your-dogs-coat-should-you-or-shouldnt-you/
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The history of the collie  

The early history of the collie is mostly speculation ï however, the consensus is that they are 

descended from shepherds' dogs brought by the Romans to Scotland around the fif th century, 

and that means their early history is the same as many of the other sheepdog breeds of the 

British Isles.  

How the breed's name originated is 

speculative too. Some think the name ócollieô 

came from the name of a breed of Scottish 

sheep with black faces (óColleyô). Others 

believe the word ócollieô derives from a 

Celtic word meaning óuseful.ô  The word 

might also trace to Gaelic as the words for 

óyoung pupô or ódogô are, respectively, 

càilean and cóilean.  

The collie was a popular working sheepdog in Ireland and Scotland and even England in the 

1800s. It is believed that the roughs, with their big insulating coats, worked in the highlands 

of Scotland and Ireland, while the smooths worked in the lowlands where temperatures were 

often slightly warmer. Both had similar jobs, ï although we think the smooth had a greater 

role in droving sheep to market along lanes and roads, while the roughôs main tasks were 

herding and looking after flocks on the hills and moors.  

Although many claim the collie is of Scottish origin, research and pedigrees show that the 

male line of the family tree of our present-day collies traces back to the Irish-bred Shamrock, 

born in 1870.  All present-day registered collies are descended from his son Trefoil, who was 

born in 1873.   

× The breed is descended from dogs brought to the British Isles by the 

Romans. 

× Collies were originally sheepdogs and/or droving dogs and in their spare 

time useful farm dogs doing jobs like ï helping to keep farm animals, 

poultry and even children safe and within boundaries; warning the farmer or 

their owner to strangers or visitors and alerting them to anything unusual 

and different happening in their environment. 

Dolly Dushka in national dress  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scots_Gaelic
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However, the first show collie of note was, Old Cockie, 

born in 1868, followed two years later by Old Mec. 

Sadly, the lineage of both Old Cockie and Old Mec is 

unknown.   

Rough-coated collies first appeared as a separate breed on 

the Kennel Club Register in 1895. (Until this time, all 

farm dogs or sheepdogs were classed as ósheepdogsô.) 

So, all our pedigree rough collies trace their ancestry through Shamrock and Trefoil and, 

later, Trefoilôs brothers, Tartan and Tricolour, owned by a Mr Shirley in Ireland. These 

collies, in turn, were probably descended from the dogs used by the Basque Celts. Breed 

historian, Iris Combe, tells us in her book Herding Dogs: Their Origins and Development in 

Britain, Faber & Faber, 1978, that the Basque Celts trained their dogs to look after and work 

with small herds and flocks in Ireland. She wrote that their dogs were of medium height with 

lithe, athletic bodies covered by a dense, harsh coat usually brindle in colour, continuing with 

the description: óEars, erect or nearly so; Nose, pointed; Hair, long and often woolly; Form, 

robust and muscular; Aspect, more or less wolfish. Their working method was to circle flock 

and herds to keep them together. They were plain workers with not much óeyeô and inclined 

to be noisyô.  These are traits we see in our collies today.  

Today, our beautiful, intelligent and useful collie is in all Dog 

Registries and lives in most countries of the world.  

Made famous by Eric Knightôs book, óLassie Come-Homeô, 

and the óLassieô movies and TV series that 

followed, collies are well known and loved. 

The Sunnybank Collies of Albert Payson 

Terhune, immortalised in his numerous 

books, have only increased that love and 

admiration for this delightful breed of dog.   

Old Cockie and Charlemagne (a Trefoil 

son) 
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Typical collie characteristics 
 

 
 
 

Typical collies are: 

× soft and gentle. It is unusual for collies to be boisterous or clumsy. They are 

easy to have in the home. 

× loving and loyal. These are two prominent collie characteristics. They love to 

be with their family. 

× playful and fun-loving. They love games and particularly enjoy chasing, 

running or hide-and-seek games. 

× very intelligent and quick to learn, but do not like to repeat the same lesson 

over and over. 

× obedient ï they love to please. 

× very easy to manage. 

× friendly ï but they are a naturally cautious breed. They will take a little time to 

evaluate new people and places. 

× highly sensitive and responsive to their familyôs wellbeing. People often 

comment on how their collie tries to comfort them when they are sad, ill or 

upset. 

× likely to form strong bonds with children and other animals. 

Orianna enjoying farm life  

Saab and his chicken  
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Typical collie characteristics (continued ) 
 

 

You will find that they: 

× love to interact and be a part of the family ï they are not a breed to leave in the 

back yard for long periods without company. 

× have a well-developed sense of right and wrong. They donôt like to be caught 

doing something naughty or bad and often look óguiltyô before you even discover 

their crime. They will also ótell onô other animals or children who they think are 

doing something wrong.  

× know the difference between being hurt intentionally and being hurt 

accidentally. They donôt easily forgive people who intentionally hurt them. They 

happily forgive accidents. 

× love routine and quickly tune in and understand the household customs and 

schedules. 

× are clean dogs. They hate to be dirty and are very easy to house-train. This 

doesnôt mean they like baths, but most will enjoy being groomed. 

× will be active when the family is active, but happy to lounge around in quiet 

times. 

 

 

Floyd  
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Typical collie characteristics  (continued)  
 

 

   Friendly                                                                                                                                                   Topaz and Willow              

                    
            Kalani  

 

 

You will find that they: 

× are reliable watchdogs who will raise the alarm to anything different in their 

environment, but they are not aggressive in their watchdog roles. 

× typically respect boundaries and are not fence jumpers or escape artists. 

Usually a 1.2m fence can keep them safe. Rarely are they diggers.  

× love to go on paddock walks or to the beach and will get their feet wet, but do 

not like to swim or get their body wet. 

× are not destructive. Many will still have their puppy toys in their old age. 

However, puppies, especially when teething, may do lots of chewing and 

sometimes chew things they are not supposed to. They normally pass through 

this phase quite quickly. 

× are a herding breed, and as such can be vocal.  They will bark to let you know 

if something is wrong or different; if they want something; if they are bored or 

feel neglected or lonely. Many will also interact with you by ótalkingô in 

response to you talking to them. They communicate through a wide range of 

barks and sounds. You will come to recognise what each one means.  

× as a breed, have very few health concerns, and are considered one of the most 

robust canine breeds.  



 

15 

Because the roughs and smooths are one breed, the varieties can be interbred and in the 

resulting litter, there will usually be both rough and smooth-coated puppies. (You always 

need one smooth parent for smooth puppies to be born in the litter. Two smooth parents can 

produce a rough-coated puppy if both are carrying a gene for the rough coat, but two rough 

parents can never produce a smooth puppy.) 

As would be expected, because the two varieties are the same breed, they share the same 

characteristics. However, breeders and owners have noted minor differences in personality 

between them. Smooths are described as the clowns of the family and roughs as the thinkers.  

Regardless, both varieties are easy to train and very intelligent.  

Originally, collies were bred to work with shepherds in caring for sheep.  Dogs entrusted with 

this job had to be able to work with a person and take directions, while being intelligent 

enough to think for themselves. They had to be alert and watchful of their flocks. They also 

needed to be gentle, nurturing dogs as it was sometimes their job to find lost lambs and bring 

back sick sheep. As sheepdogs, they were required not to be too friendly with strangers. The 

shepherds needed loyal, staunch, intelligent companions - not dogs who would socialise all 

over the district. It was necessary for them to be active when there was a job to do, but to be 

calm and quiet when the sheep and shepherd were resting. 

Even though most collies are not working sheep any longer, they retain these attributes. They 

train quickly and usually do very well in obedience training. However, because of their 

intelligence, repetitious training techniques bore them. When bored, they will frequently put a 

variation on the task. That means they will end up doing what you asked, but in their way!  

They take a great interest in all the family membersô 

activities, but frequently they choose one family 

member as their master or the boss.  

Collies often take a keen interest in children and other 

baby animals, applying their herding and nurturing 

instincts to them. You can get a distinct feeling that your 

collie is protecting your children from harm. They are 

very much a family dog and will be keen to join in 

family activities such as walking, jogging, camping, gardening, etc., but at the end of the day, 

they will also be happy to rest contentedly and quietly alongside their family. 

 

Jasmine and Jett 
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Your collie may be aloof and uninterested in meeting strangers. It is part of its breed heritage. 

A shepherd or farmer wanted a dog who would give its undivided attention to them. 

Therefore, collies are not the happy socialisers ï party first animals ï that some other breeds 

are. Collies take family duties and other roles a little more seriously. However, that does not 

mean they do not like to play or have fun times.  

They have a highly developed sense of humour and thoroughly enjoy being in on a good 

joke, but they will be offended if they think the joke is on them and you are laughing at them. 

Some collies will even ósmileô by pulling their lips above their teeth. Many individuals of this 

breed will also ótalkô to you, by making vocal sounds in response to you talking to them. 

Collies love to play games that require a bit of imagination. True to their herding instincts, 

they particularly love running and chasing games and hide-and-seek games. With time, 

interaction and love, you can develop your collieôs capabilities and skills to an extremely 

high level. The higher the level you achieve, the more rewarding a companion it will be.  

Another strong characteristic is their skill of determining if there is something different or 

unusual happening in their environment. They will always let you know, making them useful 

watchdogs. This breed is alert, intelligent and dependable. 

When it comes to training, this breed may be led or guided, but never pushed. Treat them 

kindly and show them what you require, and they will learn very quickly. If you yell at them 

or handle them roughly, they will refuse to learn and will sulk, disengage and become very 

stubborn. If you treat collies badly, it can become almost impossible to undo the damage; 

they do not forgive intended transgressions. However, they will immediately forgive genuine 

mishaps, such as accidentally stepping on them. They always know the difference between an 

intended action and an accident.  

Collies have a soft, sweet, sensitive personality. They flourish in harmonious environments 

that have established routines.  

A stoic breed: they will bear pain without showing it by whimpering or whining. It can be 

difficult to tell if they are hurt or unwell. For this reason, it is wise to check with your 

veterinarian if your dog is limping, stops eating or seems withdrawn. Unlike many other 

breeds, collies will  not limp or whine for sympathy.  

Their trademark gentleness, intelligent playfulness and cheekiness will capture you and 

endear them to you forever. They make loyal, trustworthy companions. 
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More about the smooth collie 

Apart from the coat, breeders feel there are other small differences ï even when, in places 

like Australia, Canada and America, the varieties are interbred. (England and Europe decided 

to discontinue inter-variety breeding in the late 1900s due to exhibition pressures, which I 

believe has been to the detriment of both varieties.)    

Smooths tend to be a little more resilient (both mentally and physically), vigorous and active. 

They are also quicker to respond to stimuli.  

For example, one saying is: óThe smooth is 

doing it, while the rough is still thinking 

about itô! A good friend of mine jokes that 

smooths do not need to put energy into 

growing a coat, therefore they have more to 

expend in other ways! 

Smooths need very little grooming 

compared to roughs. It is much easier to find 

grass seeds, ticks or other foreign bodies in 

their coats and on their skin ï making them 

a particularly good choice for owners who: 

¶ are reluctant groomers 

¶ live on rural properties  

¶ live in tick-infested areas 

They are also the best choice for hotter 

climates as smooths are sunbathers, unlike 

their rough-coated siblings who seek shade 

even on mild sunny days. They are winners during the winter months too as they bring less 

dirt into the home.          

Because the smooth collie is unknown to many people, a few points to consider about 

this variety are:  

× The minor personality contrasts with their rough siblings. 

× The short coat that is easier to care for and needs less grooming time.   

Sorell on the farm  
















































































































































































































