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INTRODUCTI ON

x  This booklet is an introduction to the most delightful and beautiful of all dog b
i the collie.

x  If you are seeking aoverviewread the writing in thélue boxat the head of eac

section. For mordetailed informationcontinue readingpelowthe blue box

Collie owners will tell youb6 Once you h av egouavil neged ch@se @amothdri e ,

breedd
Thecollie is a healthy breed witmaexcellenteputation and a large fan base.

They are perfect for firsime dog ownersThey make fabulous family dogs and are the best
chil dr e nyleve tp gldase, afe lvexy gentle and easy to train ereh thogh they

can be a little stubborn sometimeery rarely do they misbehave.

While they retain their cheekiness and-fawing playfulness for life, they willtavemuchof
thar puppy naughtiness behind thémand they will do itmany months earlier than most

other breeds

| hope thisbooklet will answer most of your questions before gmake yourpurchase and be
a referenceand guide for you after you get your collieWhile it might look a little
overwhelmingat first d on 6 t be pudveffried informagonvae Yy ou

possible Some of it might not be relevant to youeweryBagilodge collie puppy

If you are going to own a d
y going 09 oHe i s gentle, clean and kin

collies really are one of the easiest : : .
trustworthiness makies the perfect companion, and

f br i on every level! : . .
of breeds on every leve innate understanding of his owner ensures that he

To top it offi collies come in three to possess. He is a gentlethha is one of the most
beautiful members of the canine ddeis, in fact, a

COLLIEOG .

different colours and twearieties-
a long coat and a short coatdow
accommodating is that? They are - Margaret Osborne, breeder and author

perfect in every way!



SOME THI NGSGSNJSODER BEFORE ADDI |
COLLI'E TO YOUR FAMI LY

How will a collie fit inwith you?

x Consider how @agilodge colliewould fit into yourlife, and what your role is

their life.

1 Whattime constrairis and commitmentslo you already have Your collie will need
you to spend some time witheach day

1 Would a collie thrive in your hom& What is the atmosphere of the home? Lots of
noise is findf the mood is generally light and happycollie doesnot cope wellin a
tenseturbulentor unpredictablenvironment

1 Are there ay other animalsliving in thehome? How will this work?

91 Do all the people living in the home want a dog? Is there anybody living in the home
frightenedof dogs?

1 Is anybody living in the homallergic to dogs?

1 How secureis your yard and hom2Will your collie be safe? Do you have to prepare
a place?

1 Wherewill it live and sleef Isthis place ready?

1 Financesi to cover the cost dbod, veterinary care
grooming boarding(when you are on holidaystc.

1 Exercisei will you regularlyphysically and mentally
exercise your colli¢

1 Training i are you prepared taain and socialise
your collie?

Orianna napping

1 Grooming i are youwilling to brushyour collie weekly or have itgroomed every
four tosix weeks by a professional groomer?



WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW BEFORE °
YOUR COLLI E

Each breed of dog is different in appearance and each
also has iIts own character traits. A

traits reflect the purpose for which it was developed.

The collieds original pur pose was t
as a sheepdog in the British Isles. Today the breed still
retains the characteristics required of a good sheepdog. To
name a few: a work ethic (wanting to please), loyalty,

intelligence, stamina and alertness.

PG Bt PanTe s e
C VERNGN ST0n1s

Collies (rough and smooth), lp George Vernon Stokes
- a well-known dog artist - 18731954



About Qollies

x Collies were originally bred to be sheepdogs drmling dogs.

x  They come in two varieties, rough (long hair) and smooth (short hair). In Au
we breed to the English Collistandard, which recognises three different colau
each variety, i.e. sable, blue merle and tricolour. Each of these colours also
various tones and shades and all the colours have white markings.

x (The Standards ofosne other countriesecognisewhite collies and sable mer

along with these three coloursentioned aboveHowever, while they do occ

white collies and sable merles are not readily available in Australia.)

Collies are sheepdogs and although mosthese days will never work as sheepddlgsir

attitude, temperament and physical characteristics should still reflect their sheepdog heritage.

Collie roughs(long hair)andcollie smooths(short hair)are the same breed. Rougippies
and smooth puppiesmay be born to the same parents in the same. liite@ir coat type

classifies them as differenarieties.

Rough & Smooth Collies

“Only COAT is different”

One breed- two coat types- three colours.
Artist Unknown T retrieved from social media.



About the two coat types

Collies come in two coaypes:
x Collie smooth short coat

x Collie roughi long coat

Rough Collie — (long haired)

\¥ £

Smooth Collie — (short haired)

Collie Coat Types

Anika (smooth) and Felo (rough)

That ollies come in two coat types surgissome people, as most only know tleg
coatedcollie i the collie rough Today, collie smooths are classed as a baeed as st

collie breeders do not breed for the shorter coat.

Collies area doublecoated breedrlhat is both
varieties have two coats a top coat and a

derse undercoat

They moult their undercoat once aayel

usually for the summer monthdJnspayed
females will moult or drop their undercaato

to threemonths after their season (heat cycle).

The male rough usually carries a bigger coat than the female rough,

with noticeably more mane and chest hair.

NB: Double coated breeds shouldt be shaved unless it is for a medical reason.


https://albertnorthvetclinic.wordpress.com/2013/05/30/shaving-your-dogs-coat-should-you-or-shouldnt-you/

The history of the collie
x The breed is descended from dogs brought toBhesh Isles by the
Romans.
x Collies were originally sheepdogs aoddroving dogs and in their spa
time useful farm dogsloing jobs likei helping to keep farm animals,
poultry andevenchildrensafe andvithin boundarieswarning the farmer o

their owner to strangers or visitors and alerting themangthing unusual

and differenthappening in their environment.

The early history of theollie is mostly speculation however the consensus is that they are
descended from shepherds' dogs brought by the Romans to Scotland ardiiitidl ceatury
and thatmeans teir early history is the same as many of the other sheepdog breeds of the

British Isles.
Dolly Dushka in nationaldress

How the breed's name origindte is
speculative tooSome think the namé&ollied
camefrom the name of a breed of Scottish
sheep with black facesdfolleyd. Others
believe the worddollied derives from a
Celtic word meaningdsefuld6 The word
might also trace tdaelic as thewords for
young p u p Gare, aespectivelyp g 6

caileanandcdilean

The collie was a popular working sheepdog in Ireland and Scotland and even England in the
180Gs. It is believedhat the rough with their big insulating coats, worked in the highlands

of Scotland and Ireland, while the smooths worked in the lowlands where temperatures were
often slightly warmer. Both had similar jgbhsalthough we think the smooth had a greater
role in droving sheep to mar ket along | anes

herding andooking afterflocks on the hills and moors.

Although many claim the collie is of Scottish origin, research and pedigrees show that the
male line of thdamily tree of our presettay collies traceback to thdrish-bred Shamrock,

born in 1870 All presentdayregistered colliearedescended from his son Trefoil, who was
born in 1873.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scots_Gaelic

However, thefirst show collie of notavas Old Cockie,
born in 1868, followed two years later by Old Mec
Sadly, he lineage of both Old Cockie and Old Mec

unknown.

Roughcoated collies first appeared as a separate breep
the Kennel Club Register in 1898Jntil this time, all

farmdogsor sheepdogs were classedstseepdods) Old Cockie and Charlemagne (a Trefoi
son)

Sa all our pedigree rough collies trace their ancestry through Shamrock and Trefoil and,

|l ater, Trefoil s br oowiee bysa, Mr Sharleyin &relandaThede Tr i c o
collies, inturn, were probably descended from the dogs used by the BasqueBoedtd
historian,lIris Combe, tells us in her bod#erding Dogs: Their Origins and Development in

Britain, Faber & Faber, 1978that the Basque Celts trained their dogs to look aftemanmkl

with small herds and flocks in Ireland. She wrote that their dogs were of medium height with

lithe, athletic bodies covedby a dense, harsh coat usually brindle in colour, continuing with

the descriptiondEars, erect or nearly so; Nose, pointed; Hair, long and often woolly; Form,

robust and muscular; Aspect, more or less walflsteir working method was to circle flock

and herds to keep them togetheh ey wer e pl ain wor ker s dwith n

to be nois@ Thesearetraits we see in our collies today.

Today, our beautiful, intelligent and useful collie is in all Dog

Registries and lives in most countries of the world.

Made famous by Hirassie CdndHongelht 6 s b «
and thed_assi® movies and TV series that

followed, collies are well known and loved.

I‘.‘"( The Sunnybank Collies of Albert Payson

Terhune, immortalised in his numerous

books, have only increased that love and

admiration for thigelightful breed of dog.
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Typical collie characteristics

Typical colliesare:

x soft and gentlelt is unusualfor collies to be boisterous or clumsy. They alle
easy to have in the home.

x loving and loyal. Theseare two prominent collie characteristics. They lovefio
be with their family.

x playful and fun-loving. They love games angarticularly enjoy chasing
running or hideandseek games.

x very intelligent and quick to learn, but do not like to repeat the same lesson
over and over.

x obedienti they love to please.

X veryeasy to manage.

x friendly 1 but they are aaturally cautiousbreal. They will take a little time to
evaluate new people and places.

x highly sensitive and responsive o t hei r famil yds el

comment on how their collie tries to comfort them when they are sad, ill or

12



Typical collie characteristics (continued )

You will find that they:
x love to interact and beart of the familyi they are not a breed teave in the
backyard for long periodsvithout company
x have awell-developed sense of right and wrang They dondt

doing something naughty or bad and often Iapkiltydbefore you even discove

doing something wrong.

x know the difference between being hurt intentionally and being h
accidentaly They donét peoplswhb yntentiooallyghurvtteem. The
happily forgiveaccidents

x love routine and quickly tune in and understand the household customs
schedules.

x are clean dogs They hate to beidy and are very easy to housain. This

doesndét mean they | i ke baths, but

x will be active when the family is activebut happy to lounge around in qui

their crime. Tley will alsodell ondother animals or children who they think afe

and
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Typical collie characteristics (continued)

You will find that they:

X

arereliable watcldogswho will raise the alarm to anything different in th
environment, but they amot aggressive in their watlitgroles.

typically respect boundariesand are notfence jumpers or escape artist
Usually al.2mfence can keep them safe. Rarely are they diggers.

loveto go on paddockvalks or to the beach and will get their feet wet, Hat
not like to swimor get thei body wet.

are not destructive Many will still have their puppy toys in their old ag
However puppies, especially when teething, may do lots of chewing fand
sometimes chew things they are not supposed to. They normally pasght
this phase quite quity.

are aherding breed and as suchan be vocal They will bark to let you know

if something is wrong or differenif they want somethingf they are bored or
feel neglected or lonely. Many will also interact with you d@alkingd in
response to yotalking to them They communicate through a wide range [©f
barksand soundsY ou will come to recognise what each one means

as a breedhavevery few health concernsaand are considered one of the mast

robust canine breeds.

Friendly

Topaz and Willow

Kalani
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Becausethe roughs and smooths are one byrdbd varieties can be interbred and in the
resulting litter, therewill usually be both roughand smootkcoated puppiegYou always
need one smooth parent for smooth puppies to be born in theTitersmooth panets can
produce a rougicoated puppy if botlare carrying a gene for the rough ¢dait two rough

parents can never produce a smooth pyppy

As would be expected, because the weoietiesare thesame breedthey share the same
characteristicsHowever breeders and owners have noteshon differences in personality
between themSmooths aredescribed athe clowns of the familyand roudps asthe thinkes.

Regardless, both varietiase easy to train and very intelligent.

Originally, collies werebredto work with shephein caring for sheepDogs entrusted with

this job had tobe able to work wih a personand take directions, while beingtelligent
enough to think fothemselvesThey had to be alert and watchful of their flocks. They also
neededo be gentle, nurturing dogs as it was sometimes their job to find lost lambs and bring
back sick sheep. As sheepdptiney were required not to be too friendly with strangers. The
shepherd needed loyal, stauncimtelligent companios - not dog who woul socialse all

over the district. It was necessary for them to be active when there was admlbtib to be

calm and quiet when the sheep and shepherd were resting.

Even though most collies are not working sheep any lonigey retain thesattributes They
train quickly and usually do very well in obedience trainirtdowever, because of their
intelligence repetitious training techniques bore them. When hdrexy will frequentlyput a

variation on the taskhat meanshey will end up doing whatou asked, but in their way!

They take a great interest in d@le family memberé
activities, but frequently they choose one family

memberastheir masteor the boss

Collies often take akeeninterest in childrerand other
baby animals apgdying their herding and nurturing
instincs to them You cangetadistinct feeling that your

collie is protectingyour childrenfrom harm They are

very much a family dog anaill be keen to join in
family activitiessuch asvalking, jogging,camping gardeningetc.,but at the end of the day

they will alsobe happy taest contentedly and quietiyongside theifamily.
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Your collie may be aloofanduninterested in meetingtrangersilt is part ofits breed heritage.
A shepherd or farmer wad a dog who wouldgive its undivided attention to them
Therefore collies arenot the happy socialisefsparty first animald that some other breeds
are. Collies take familguties and otheroles alittle more seriously. Howeer, that does not

mean they do not like to play or have fun times.

They have a highly developed sense of humour and thoroughly enjoy being in on a good
joke, but they will be offended if they think the joke is on themymdare laughing at them
Some ollies will evenGmiledby pulling their lips above their teeth. Many individuals of this

breed will alsadalkéto you, by making vocal sounds in response to you talking to them.

Collies love to play games that require a bit of imaginafione to theirherdinginstincts,
they particularly love running and chasing ganaesl hideandseek gamesWith time,
interaction and love,oyu can dev el oapabilieswamd skillgolah exeemsly

high level Thehigher the levelou achievethe more rewaling a companiont will be.

Another strong characteristic is thekill of determinng if there is something different or
unusual happening in their environmenhey will always letyou know, making them useful

watchdog. This breed is alertntelligent and dependable.

When it comes to traininghis breedmay be led or guide, but never pustd Treatthem
kindly andshowthemwhatyou require,and they willlearn veryquickly. If you yell at them

or handle them roughlyhey will refuse to larn and will sulk disengageand become very
stubborn If you treat collies badly, it can become almost impossible to undo the damage
they do not forgive intended transgressidfiswever, they will immediately forgive genuine
mishaps, such as accidentatgpping on them. They always know the difference between an
intended action and an accident

Collies have a soft, sweet, sensitive personality. They flouristaimoniousenvironments

that have established routines

A stoic breed they will bear painwithout showing it bywhimpering or whininglt can be
difficult to tell if they arehurt or unwell For this reasonit is wise to checkwith your
veterinarian if your dogs limping, stops eating or seemwithdrawn Unlike many other

breedscollieswill not limp or whine for sympathy

Their trademarkgentleness intelligent playfulness and cheekiness wihpture you and

endear them to you forever. They make lotralstworthycompanions.
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More about the snooth collie

Because the smooth collie is unknown to many people, a few points to consider .
this variety are:
x  The minor personality contrasts with their rough siblings

x  The short coat thas easier ta@warefor andneeddess groomingime.

Apart from the coat, breeders feel there are other small differéneesn when,n places
like Australia, Canada and America, the varieties are interfiEagjland and Europe decided
to discontinue intevariety breedingin the late 1900slue toexhibition pressures, which |

believe has been to the detrimenboth varietieg

Smooths tend to be a little more resili@dth mentally and physicallyyigorousandactive
They are als@uicker to respond to stimuli
For example, one saying: iGThe smooth is
doing it, while the rough is still thinking
about il A good friend of mine jokes that
smooths donot need to put energy into
growing a coatthereforethey have more to

expend in other ways!

Smooths need very little rgoming
compared taoughs It is much easier to find
grass seeddicks or other foreign bodies in
their coas andon theirskini makingthem

a particularly good choice fawners who

7 arereluctant groomers
1 live on rural properties

M livein tick-infested areas Sorell on the farm

They are also the best choice for hotter

climates as smooths are sunbathers, unlike

their roughcoated siblings who seek shade

even on mild sunny day3hey are winners during theinter months too as they bring less
dirt into the home.
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